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We concluded yesterday’s 97 by suggesting that according to
some opinions the regular -»- and the closed-b- are
interchangeable, from the fact that we use the closed -o- from
the word oo to allude to the open -»- at the beginning of
the word on».

The xm2 questions this proof -

75501 Rp M5 DIND IRWYI N9 1070 -

Perhaps using a closed o in place of an open 1 is acceptable
because a closed 0 is of a higher status, as evident from the
fact that it was used in the writing on the mm5. However,
using an open » in place of a closed o may not be acceptable
since

DR D'9Y8 JO3I - the alternate version of the letters 7,9,3,3,1
were created later by the o'8»23?

The xm2 explains that the o821 did not institute new ways to
write the letters.

Because it says; 7nY» 927 WM RWI R2IA PRY - INRHI IR -
The oxv21 are not allowed to add new things to the Torah.
Rather 70 17tm Dndw - there were always two ways to
write these letters, but the Jewish people had forgotten which
form is to be used at the end of a word and which in the
middle of a word, until the o821 reinstituted the proper way
to use these letters. Therefore, both have equal status.

The Gemara now digresses to expound on the order, names
and shapes of the various letters of the 2-x.

"5 12 YWI 2275 13273 75 IR

RS 11312 YW 12 1°9R T D0 1R RWITH 25 RITRIPTITINN
FPIMD IR -

The 1327 told »% 12 ywir 227 about young students who came
to the w37 1 and were saying things that weren't even said
in the days of ywi, all relating to the 2-x.

We'll review just a few - For example;

2-x stands for 72 9 - Rashi says; 790 7nb - Learn and
understand the Torah.

7-2 stands for 57 53 - help the poor. The leg of the 3 extends
toward the 7 because people who want to help seek out the
needy. The leg of the 7 extends toward the »’ because the
needy make themselves available. The 7 faces away from the
3 to teach that the giving should be done in private so that the
needy are not embarrassed.
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The reason there are two types of , one open and one closed,
is to indicate

DIND IR MND IONRD -
Some parts of the Torah should be revealed and some should

remain hidden. fapiglal mital)

The crown of the p faces the 7 to indicate that Hashem -
symbolized by p - tells the v - symbolized by the 7 - that he
can do nawn.

The leg of the p is hanging - not attached at the top - to teach
that which wpb v said;

MR DY7OR I70°5 K215 PImo RV K1 -

When one does n11wn, Hashem helps him by opening an
additional entrance for him.

he can doaven

the JJ'(Dh : Hashem

2ph e
1 s N 82
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The letters of the word 7pw are juxtaposed in the alphabet,
and all stand on one point, to symbolize that 1pw is very
common and cannot stand.

- it

WV is very common
and cannot stand

The letters of nir on the other hand, span the entire alphabet
and stand on solid bases, indicating that truth is hard to find
but is able to stand on its own.

R RY RIPW RP ROVIP -
Truth stands and endures, while falsehood will not. n ,:

IND RO NIP IND NOWID
Truth stands and endures
while falsehood will not

—
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The next Mishnah teaches;

271 IAR 05V NYMR N Mo -

One who writes two letters while having forgotten that it is
naw he is 271 for amo.

This rule was already taught in the miwn above X" )'p q7. It's
repeated here to lead into the following details about the
7R5D of writing,

DUV RITW 727 H32).....» 72200 -

The mwn teaches that a person is 20 for writing with ink,
other pigments, or anything that leaves a lasting mark.

The Mishnah continues;

271 0 0Y 7T AT, ORI TND 3w SY1,nvi oma 3w by -

One would be 27n for writing one letter each on two perpen-
dicular sides of a corner, or on two tablets, in a way that they
can be read together.

2711731 5Y 2mon - One would be liable for writing on his
flesh with ink.

1Mwa 5 V1P - If somebody scratches letters into his flesh,
M'HR "7 says he is 27, but the ©»on say he is Moo,

The Gemara cites a Xn»73, in which R’ Eliezer proves that it's
anormal way to write because X700 2 took sorcery spells
out of 0731 by writing them on his flesh. The oo answer -
OO 1 PRI PRI PRI N O -

We cannot prove what is considered normal behavior from j2
R700 who was deranged.
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MNOO DPPNIN IPRY 727 5377 .....pARI MO 102 PRWN AN -
If he wrote with liquids, fruit juices, dust, or any materials
that will not last, he’s oo.

7 MRS -
If he wrote with the back of his hand, or with his toes, mouth,
or elbow he's Mo,

ano% 7o MR and - The mwn teaches that if one writes a
single letter next to existing letters, he is mvo.

This is not in accord with 71»°5% "3 who holds regarding
weaving - 271 IR YV NnR - if a person adds just one thread
to an existing fabric he is 2.

Here too, according to R’ Eliezer he would be 2.

The Gemara later cites a Xn»721 which teaches;

271990 ASwm NNR MR a3 - Ifa person wrote just one
letter and completes a 990 with it, he is 27m. This is true even
according to the 1327 who disagree with 71»">X *27 since
completing a 190 is a more substantial act that adding a letter
to complete a word.

The Mishnah also teaches 2n3°23 5 20> - One who writes on
top of previously written letters is 709, The Gemara cites a
Braisa from which we can deduce that 777 *27 holds that
he's a7m.

In acase of a 1910 - a scribe who was at the point where he
needed to write the name of Hashem, thought that he need to
write 7777, and mistakenly omitted the letter Daled, leaving
him with the properly spelled name of Hashem.

The problem is, it was not written

own nwiTp DWY - with the intention of writing the Holy name
of Hashem.

AT 727 says; WIP O YoV 1awn - He writes over it with
the proper intention, because N7 °27 holds that this is
considered writing, The o'»om say; 0217 1 0w PR - This
ow is not valid, because the Chachamim hold this is not
considered writing. Similarly they would argue regarding
2M NORYY - writing on Shabbos. The Chachamim say in the
Mishnah an3°23 5 an3 is Mo, while 777 223 would hold that
he's a7m.
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The Mishnah continues;

P77 30 AN NN N5 PRonI -

His intention was to write the letter 01 - he wrote two P11
without connecting them - which is the way to write a n”n -
he’s Mo, Even though the end result is 2 letters, but since that
was not his intention he'’s Mo,

The Gemara later says that he’s o only where he still needs
to add the 120 - the crowns to the pi»t. Where he does not
need to add the pan, for example in a book or letter, or two
letters that do not require »n, he would be 2.

7M1 NNRY PIRA NNX - one letter on the ground and one on the
beam - m2°5>m> 3w 5y 2n3 - on two separate walls -not in the
corner -

P19 7973w SV - on two tablets - 7T OY 77 AN PRI - they cannot
be read together - Mo - he's exempt.

The Gemara cites a related ruling;

ROR N7 72°119 277 9’82 NNRY R0 NAR IR AN 1R 727 IR
129 oW - If a person wrote one letter in one city and
another letter in another city he is 27m, but if he writes 3w 5
op19°07, on two sides of a ledger, he is Mo since bringing
the letters together would involve an additional act of first
cutting out the empty parchment in between. In our case, you
only have to bring them together to make it readable.
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The Gemara also teaches;
Although one is only 27n if he writes two letters, there are
two possible cases of - The Gemara also teaches...
270 AR MR 70 - Ifhe corrects one letter he is also 27m.
27 RN DNIN a0

-1- He removes the bridge in the middle of a i, turning it into

two ""’s. Rashi adds;
793 795 190 - when that's what's needed to correct the Sefer.

-2- He removes the edge of the 7, converting it to a 9. Here
too, rashi adds that this is the 7901 1’1 - the needed correc- Y59 Y59

tion, similar to writing the final letter of the Sefer.
P00 NN P25 5 500
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